THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT

By James Jail

IT WAS IN THI YEAS 1934 that European Liberals and Socialists
realised reluctantly that the Nazi revolution in Germany was going to
last It took the Communists longer to realise that National Socialism
was not just a phase in the death-throes of capitalism; but by 1935 they
too were thinking and talking in terms of international resistance to
Fascism, and had abandoned the exclusive attitude that had prevented
them from co-operating with any other party in Germany to resist the
Nazis. Moreover, there was much during the year 1934 which sug-
gested that in many countries civil liberties and democratic institutions
were threatened: the Austrian Socialist Party was suppressed, after a
day or two of resistance, in February; in October a rising of Socialist
miners in the Asturias was harshly suppressed by the new Spanish
Republic Dollfuss was murdered in Vienna in July, just after the Nazis
had revealed the degree of ruthlessness, treachery and brutality of
which they were capable by the murder of Roehm and Schleicher.
The feeling that things were taking a rapid turn for the worse was
intensified by Germany's open rearmament and by the Italian attack
on Ethiopia in the following year. Thus, for two years, from 1934 to
1936, it looked as if the people of Europe were taking sides for the vast
struggle between democracy and dictatorship, Fascism and Com-
munism, progress and reaction. And when the Spanish Civil War broke
out in July 1936 (four months after Hitler's remilitarisation of the
RhindaiKj) it seemed to many people that the battle had already be-
gun, and that they could say, in the words of the Internationale:
**C*c$t la luttc finale." In fact, the Spanish Civil War was to complicate
the picture rather than simplify it; and when the struggle finally did
start in 1939, its form was not exactly that which would have been
predicted five years earlier.
Hie formation of the Popular Front in France is, therefore, one
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